
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How is your life the same as Ichiro’s? How is it different? 
 

2. Have you ever experienced culture shock? 
 

3. Do you think Americans are individualistic? Why or why not? 
 
Bingo Phrases:  
 

1. The country Ichiro lived in: Japan 
2. The year the story took place: 1922 
3. What did Ichiro’s name mean in Japanese: “first son” 
4. First sons were expected to be ___________: family heirs 
5. What is it called when everyone descends from one male line: patrilineage  
6. Ichiro’s religion is called ___________: Shintoism 
7. After someone dies, they become a family spirit, which is also called a 

__________: family kami 
8. Who did Ichiro’s family worship: 30+ Kami 
9. Who did Ichiro live with: 24 extended family members 
10. What did the Japanese value: cleanliness, order, and beauty  
11. Japanese houses were divided into ______ that made new rooms: panels 
12. Ichiro’s house was surrounded by: gardens 
13. What were Ichiro’s main foods: fish, rice and vegetables 
14. The Japanese often paid more attention to _______ than food taste: food 

presentation 
15. What did Ichiro need a lot of to be the heir: education 
16. Ichiro had to learn to write __________: perfect Japanese 
17. Who taught Ichiro to read and write and helped with exams: his mother 
18. What other language did Ichiro have to learn: English 
19. What organization fostered peace between nations: League of Nations 
20. What country did Ichiro and his father visit: United States 
21. Who would pick Ichiro’s bride: parents 
22. What did Ichiro experience when he was with the sailor: culture shock 
23. The west focuses more on the __________ than the group or lineage: individual 
24. What did Ichiro prefer to be linked to rather than be individualized: lineage  
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