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"Wherever I was the first black, I was also
the first woman," recall Vel Phillips.   "And
there were certain things you just couldn't
do.  You certainly had to bite your lip.  And
you couldn't show a tear because that, of
course, would be too female."
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Vel Phillips was the first woman and the
first African American to graduate from the
UW-Madison Law School, and to hold a seat
on the Milwaukee Common Council, Circuit
court, and as secretary of state.  During her
tenure on the Council, she fought tirelessly
for civil rights.   She fought for over seven
years for an open housing law, so that people of color could live anywhere in Milwaukee.  
She finally convinced the Council to pass the
open housing law.
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chair at Marquette's School of Law.
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