
Slavery Notes 

 

WORDS OF THE DAY; AUCTION: a sale where people bid on items. QUOTA: a set 

limitation on the amount of something.. 

 

 

1. You might want to review the Igbo story with the students before this story begins, if 

you had used that story in the past. 

 

2. During US slavery, slaves did informally marry, but these unions were not recognized 

legally. And often the married couple ended up separated via a slave auction. 

 

3. Most kids born into slavery were forced into service by the time they were 12. As the 

students got a little older they were often only given half a ration of food at the daycare 

centers, with the promise that they’d get a full ration once they were working full time. 

 

4. Female slaves were so highly valued over males that the males who were husbands 

were often forced to wait on the females—especially when they were pregnant. 

 

5. The Emancipation Proclamation was actually passed in 1863, but slavery didn’t end in 

most states until the end of the Civil War in 1865. 

 

6. You might want to tell the students that there will actually be a more cheerful story 

next week. 
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