Notes for Italian Renaissance

WORD FOR THE DAY: GUILD: an organization of people who are involved in the same trade.

1. Florence was a city state during Francesca’s time, and had a population of about 60,000. Florence was
central to the Renaissance.

2. You might tell the students to pay close attention to the story, as they will have to make a decision
about Francesca during the story.

3. The building that housed the foundling hospital is still there in Florence today and is considered an
architectural masterpiece.

4. You might mention that most European countries of this time period had a dominant religion, and the
most common religion was Catholicism. This was because the Holy Roman Empire had ruled much of
Europe for long periods of time in the Middle Ages.

6. The subject of the dowry and women’s choices might make a good topic of discussion.
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