
Puerto Ricans 

WORDS OF THE DAY: CEDE: Give over, give up; COMMONWEALTH: a political unit that is like a state but 

in some cases the people there don’t pay taxes and don’t vote in all elections.  In the US, the 

commonwealth representatives do not have a vote in Congress.  

 

1. This is a good example to address the notion of cultural hybridity (the interaction and blending 

of multiple cultures) to the students. The Puerto Ricans are of course a genetic mix of many 

peoples but because of circular migration and their status of being citizens of the US, they 

also have their feet deeply rooted in two cultures. 

2. If the students don’t know what arroz con gandules is, you should tell them it is a seasoned rice 

dish with pigeon peas. It is SOOOOO delicious. 
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