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Even though he was only four years old at the 
time, Lo Neng Kiatoukaysy still remembered 
crossing the Mekong River with his family, on 
their way to a camp. They were running for their 
lives at the end of the Vietnam War. He and his 
family stayed in the camp for four years, then 
they were allowed to come to the United States. 
This was because they had helped the United 
States in the War.
 Lo Neng ran a very large organization in 
town called the Hmong American Friendship 
Association, or HAFA. The purpose of the organi-
zation was to help Hmong people adapt to life in 
the United States and to help them keep their 
own cultural traditions. The organization had a 
Hmong Museum inside its doors. In addition, the 
organization ran a farmer's market, a family 
program, jobs training, and a program to teach 
peopleabout safety in the house.
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