
Late Medieval England 

WORD FOR THE DAY: NOBLEMAN OR ARISTOCRAT: Someone born into a permanent upper class 

family—where status is passed down from one’s parents. 

 

1. Do a short review of the story of Pang (if this applies). 

2. Ask the students to consider the story of Chinese Pang as they hear the story of William. Think about 

how the children are the same and how they are different. The students should be able to begin to see 

some differences in Western and Eastern cultures (attitudes toward family/ancestors/education). Back 

in the Middle Ages, children both of the East and the West were asked to sacrifice their lives for elders 

or larger collectivities, and this will remain constant until the most recent times. The same is true of 

ethnic and gender inequities. 

3. Tell the students to remember the Normans, as they will come up in a later story (in the United 

States).  

4. Ask the students to think about other forms of discrimination that they see in their lives today. (Note, 

you might bring up the point that discrimination was not always just against females and people of 

color, but was against various European groups as well. Even in this south side area of Milwaukee, the 

Poles faced terrible discrimination from the Germans and English—they considered marriage or 

friendship with them an abomination. The Irish also faced discrimination when they immigrated here.) 
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