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Frank Zeidler was born in Milwaukee 
on 20th September, 1912. He was edu-
cated at the University of Wisconsin, 
and converted to Socialism after read-
ing the works of Eugene Debs and 
Norman Thomas.
 Zeidler joined the Socialist Party and 
in 1941 was elected to the Milwaukee 
Board of School Directors.
 Frank Zeidler was Milwaukee's third 
Socialist mayor.  He held the office for 
12 years, beginning in 1948.  During 
the Zielder administration, the City of 
Milwaukee doubled in size.  
Approximately 3200 public hous-
ing units were constructed, streets 
were improved, educational TV pre-
miered, new harbor lands were pur-
chased, a new museum was in the 
works, library branches and additions 
were added, and docks, port facilities, 
bridges, and highways were built. 
Milwaukee gained the reputation as 
one of the cleanest governments in 
the country.  
 Zeidler later served as National Chair 
of the Socialist Party USA and became 
the Party’s candidate for president of 
the United States in 1976.
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