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Meet Pang

Pang was a fifteen-year-old girl living with an 
extended family of 36 people in China in the 
early Middle Ages. Because girls weren’t 
considered as important as boys in China during 
these times, she was often called “The Daughter 
of Ding Lang.” 

Ding Lang was her father.



Pang’s world

Pang’s family was a member of the Han 
ethnic group, the largest ethnic group in 
China.

Pang and her large family lived in the 
charming old city of Jiankang. Even back  
in 400 AD, this city had over one million 
people. Because Pang’s father had a good 
position in one of the municipal offices of 
the City of Jiankang, the family lived 
comfortably in a beautiful compound . 

They were considered middle class by Han 
standards.



.

Pang’s  early childhood had been a very 
happy one. She played every day with 
her siblings, cousins, and pets.



.

Later on, Pang played soccer, as the game 
had been invented in China hundreds of 
years earlier .



.

Pang loved the family feasts with 
all of her relatives. They ate a lot 
of rice and foul, such as duck and 
chicken. They also ate a variety 
of vegetables with their rice. 



.

Pang loved making silk with the 
women of the household.

Silk was only worn by the 
highest dignitaries in China, but 
because Pang’s father worked 
in a highly ranked government 
office, he was allowed to wear 
it.



.

Pang also read stories. 
Everyone in her family 
knew how to read and 
write. 



.

Chinese writing was done on scrolls 
like the one shown here. The words 
were made up of small characters, 
and writing went top to bottom.



.

Pang’s brothers went to school. Only boys were allowed to 
receive a formal education in early Medieval China. 

But Pang’s brothers taught their sisters to read. 

Her oldest brother, Xian (right), was one year away from 
attending a college, called The School for the Sons of 
State.  



.

As important as literacy was to the Han 
of China, goodness was more valued. The 
Han followed the teachings of the 
ancient wise man, Confucius. Confucius 
lived about 500 years before Jesus and 
he passed on an early version of the 
Golden Rule, which read, “Do not do to 
others what you do not want done to 
yourself.”



.

Confucius taught people to 
avoid selfishness, worship 
their ancestors, and show very 
strong respect for parents. 
This respect for parents was 
the most cherished tradition 
of the Chinese, and was known 
as filial piety.

Pang, like other children, was 
deeply devoted to her 
parents—especially her 
mother. But that’s where she 
faced her dilemma.



Pang’s dilemma

Pang’s mother, Ci, was a beautiful woman with a 
reputation for filial piety. As a young girl she saved 
the life of her father by jumping in front of a 
runaway horse carrying her father. People in 
Jiankan were so amazed that they brought gold 
coins to Ci’s father. The family was very poor, but 
they let Ci take some of the coins with her when 
she married Ding Lang and moved into his 
household. 



.

Over the years Ding Lang’s family 
came to believe that  Pang’s mother Ci 
had special healing powers with 
Chinese medicines that had been given 
to her by her ancestors because of 
her remarkable filial piety. 

Because of this, Ci was allowed more 
privileges in the house than most  
other women had.



.
Pang spent much time following 
her mother around as a young girl. 
She hoped that one day she might 
also gain healing powers that 
would help others.

Pang’s mother, Ci, taught Pang to 
follow the ways of women in the 
household—how to prepare food, 
keep an orderly house, make silk, 
and obey the men and elders 
(even though she knew that her 
mother had more authority in her 
house than most women). Pang 
was told that one day she would 
marry and would have to go to the 
household of her husband’s 
family. She needed to understand 
how to fit in.



.

Pang worshipped her mother—sometimes even 
more than she worshipped her father and her 
ancestors.

But suddenly something changed.



.

One day Ci’s brother came to visit the 
family of Ding Lang with his sons. He had 
a huge request to make of Pang’s mother.  
Pang overheard the conversation.

“Little sister,” he said. “Many years ago 
our beloved parents had a pot of gold 
coins given to us by our friends because 
of your act of filial piety. Our beloved 
parents gave you some of those coins.”

Ci nodded. “Yes, they will go to my eldest 
son Xian for his college education.”



.

“But your poor family back home no longer has any 
wealth and I now have these sons that must go to 
college if they are ever to help me and my wife in 
our older years. I beseech you to surrender the 
coins to us so at least one son can go.”



.

When  sweet young Pang heard 
her uncle’s request, she could not 
believe her ears.

“Mother will never give him her 
gold,” she thought. “My brother 
Xian must go to college.”



.

But Ci told her brother that she would 
carefully consider his request and give him 
her answer tomorrow.

That night Ci went to her parents’ home and 
followed her elders into the chamber where 
they honored their ancestors. She wished to 
seek wisdom from them. 



.

On the altar were carved tablets 
honoring Ci’s family’s beloved 
ancestors. She burned incense to 
them and asked for guidance.

By late that night she knew her 
decision. She would inform her 
husband, but she knew he would 
not disagree with what she must 
do. There was only one truly right 
way.



.

In the morning, Ci summoned her 
brother.  She told him that she 
and Ding Lang had come to a 
decision. Much to Pang’s horror, 
Ci handed him all the gold coins 
she had and said it would be 
enough to send one of his sons to 
college. This way her brother and 
his wife would be supported in 
their later years.



.

Pang was so shocked! How 
could her parents do this to 
their own son?

And if none of their sons went 
to college, how would they be 
able to support their parents 
later in life? How had Pang’s 
mother and father made a 
decision that would harm 
them?



,

Because of Pang’s filial piety—her utmost respect for her 
parents—she would not question their decision.

Instead she went to her brother Xian and told him how 
shocked she was.

But Xian did not share her surprise.



.

“Little sister,” Xian began. “Do 
you not remember all the writings 
of Confucius and the other texts 
I gave you to read?”



.

“I do,” Pang replied. “I read all the 
stories of filial piety and I understand 
it so well. And you, my righteous 
brother, have been the best example of 
this. Do you not bring food to the 
ancestors? Do you not serve our 
parents day and night, bringing them 
little delicacies from your earnings? Do 
you not work for them tirelessly?”



.

“But, my little sister,” Xian 
responded, “filial piety is 
not practiced in order to 
get a reward. I do not do 
this so my parents will send 
me to college and I will have 
high earnings.

“In your readings you must 
have learned about the 
meaning of si and gong. 
Didn’t you?”



.

“Of course,” said Pang. “Si is 
selfishness, or caring about 
yourself before all others. Gong 
is the opposite.”



.

“That’s correct,” said Xian. “Gong is 
everything that is goodness in our Han 
world. It is thinking about others first.

“You see now what our parents have 
done? They thought first of the 
wellbeing of our uncle and his wife 
before their own wellbeing, Our family 
has more wealth than our uncle’s family. 
We will find a way to stretch that to 
care for our parents. But what our 
mother did with her gold was truly 
righteous.”



,

And so it was that Pang 
came to understand her 
Han ways better.

Her dilemma was 
resolved and she went 
on to take her place 
among the women of her 
household.



.

And throughout the city of Jiankang, the 
reputation of Ci, Pang’s mother, grew. The 
story of what she did for her brother’s 
family was passed on for  countless 
generations.



.

And what about today in China? 
Yes, the ideas of si and gong
continue to be relevant. And most 
Chinese still worship their 
ancestors.

And what about filial piety? It 
has even survived the long rule of 
communism in China. In fact, in 
2013, the Chinese government  
formally passed a law of filial 
piety to guarantee that the 
Chinese would always provide for 
their parents.



The end

Let’s talk!!!


