
Discussion Questions: 
 

 How is your life the same as Manoel’s and how is it different? 
 

 What do you think about the favelas? What if you had to live there? 
 

 Do you collect anything that you think might some day be worth something? 
 

 Have you ever made a big sacrifice to help your parents? 
 
Bingo Phrases: 
 

1. What country did Manoel live in: Brazil 
2. The year the story took place: 1989 
3. The language Manoel and his family spoke: Portuguese  
4. Most other South American countries spoke: Spanish 
5. Many small farmers were forced to work for wages in _______: cities 
6. What were the poor sections of Rio de Janeiro called: favelas 
7. Brazil was the last country in the western world to free _________: slaves 
8. What is it called when people are able to use small pieces of land to farm, for 

a price: sharecropping 
9. There was belief in the Favelas that some_______ were not meant to survive: 

Infants 
10. The religion Manoel and his family were: Catholic  
11. Manoel’s house started out with only: a roof and walls 
12. Manoel spent most of his free time: constructing his home 
13. How did Manoel’s father die: drinking bad water 
14. What did Manoel’s mother do that was considered a shame for women: pick 

sugar cane 
15. Work on sugar cane plantations was whose domain: men 
16. Manoel and his siblings carried water between wells and picked weeds, but 

the planation owner did not: pay them 
17. What instrument did Manuel learn to play from older boys: African drums 
18. The sport that Manuel played with his friends: soccer 
19. What did Manuel collect in his free time: cans and junk 
20. What opened in Rio that helped Manoel make money: recycling factory 
21. Why did Manoel sell his junk to the recycling factory: to help his mother 
22. What celebration was happening when Manoel gave his mother the news: 

carnaval 
23. During carnival people practiced what type of traditions: African 
24. The women in the carnival parade danced the _______: samba 
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