
Bali 

WORD FOR THE DAY: IMPROVISE: changing something at will, informally, and temporarily 

 

1. Ni Made (the mother’s name) is pronounced Nee MA day.  

2. You might ask the students where they have seen ancestor worship before (hint: Japan, China, Africa, Rome). 

3. You might ask them where they have seen a belief in reincarnation before (Igbo). 

4.  You might tell the kids that many cultures practice the art of people putting themselves into trance states. This is self-

hypnosis. In these states they can take on new identities and perform almost super-human feats. The trances are very 

real—what they become is up for debate. 

6. You might engage the students in a discussion about channeling violence and ask them if these performances might 

be a way to prevent violence in our own society. 
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