
Acadia 

 

WORD FOR THE DAY: Colonist: Someone that takes over a territory. 

 

1. Alma’s last name should have the French pronunciation of BooSHEY. Acadian names 

usually followed their occupation. In this case Boucher was a butcher. 

 

2. The Mi’kmaqs had leaders called sagamores. Sagamores are what anthropologists label 

“big men.” Big men are products of a traditional society that redistributes wealth—where 

most of the wealth is turned over to a chosen leader who rules by consensus. This leader 

(big man) then redistributes the wealth back to the people according to their needs. 

 

3. You might want to tell the students that the British and the English were the same 

people, as they might not know this. 

 

4. In past centuries popular theory held that “survivors” from traditional cultures, such as 

American Indians, would eventually die off via social evolution. Often people used this 

popular theory as an excuse to exterminate populations. 

 

5. This could be a fun game to play with the students. Ask them if they know how the 

Acadians eventually became known as Cajuns. Then ask them to pretend to have a 

southern drawl and say “Acadians” over and over again with this drawl, faster and faster. 

Ultimately the word will be “Cajuns.” 
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